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I can’t tell you how excited I am 

about the projects we have 

lined up. We are going to have a 

blast!  

Please watch your email inbox 

and announcements on Face-

book for our schedule of art 

workshops and make sure you 

are registered with DeafKAN to 

gain access to our updates and 

events.  

You have great kids! It is a true 

pleasure to attend their plays, 

send them letters and see them 

at school events. It is rewarding 

to get to know them! We are 

highlighting a few of them in this 

issue! 

Thanks for being part of our 

DeafKAN Family! 

Spring is upon us! Like all things 

green and glorious, DeafKAN is 

busy preparing for a terrific 

summer. It was a very quiet 

winter with lots of restructuring 

on our minds. Six months ago a 

dear friend told me that you 

can only build as high as your 

foundation is deep.  

Wow. That was exactly what I 

needed to hear at exactly the 

right time.  With that in mind, 

we have two goals this year:  

 Building a Board of Direc-

tors  

 Building relationships with 

our kids. 

We decided the best way to 

build relationships with our kids 

was to create more art to-

gether! 

Instead of hosting summer 

theater/art camp, we will be 

hosting six art workshops 

throughout the summer. We 

think this will increase our 

chances of reaching more kids 

during the summer.  

I’m a mother of four kids my-

self. Believe me, I understand 

how disappointing it is to see a 

class offered during the middle 

of your planned family vacation.  

With six classes, four week-

ends at the Farmer’s Market, 

and two book group meetings, 

I know we can find a way to 

connect with you and your 

kids.  

DEAF TEEN MAKES A SP LASH IN THE HEADLINES 
Deaf student and senior, Chris-

tine Maynard at Southeast High 

School was recently featured in 

the Wichita Eagle for her swim-

ming and diving accomplishments. 

Wichita Eagle reporter, Joanna 

Chadwich learned that Christine 

has already done barrel racing, 

trampoline competition, and gym-

nastics. When asked about chal-

lenges, Christine explained, “I like 

challenges. It kind of fits me.” 

More quotes from the article: 

“While in middle school, she 

discovered that diving was a 

perfect fit for her physically and 

it filled her desire for a chal-

lenge. Now in her senior sea-

son of diving at Southeast, her 

goal is to qualify for the first 

time for the Class 6A meet in 

May.” 

“Being deaf is a part of May-

nard’s life, but it doesn’t define 

her.” 

“In a race, Maynard can’t hear the 

starter’s horn, so it is hooked up 

to a light that signals when the 

horn blasts. (Coach Maureen) 

Hansen drops her arm just in case 

the light doesn’t work.” 
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Summer Art 
Workshops 
Are Here! 

Sign up online for classes! 
Early registration ends on May 31 

 

CLICK HERE 
 
 
Photo credits: (left) Fernando 
Salazar, The Wichita Eagle 

FROM THE DIRECTOR’S CHAIR  
BY HE ID I  HOWARD 

https://deafkan.wufoo.com/forms/m1h3du4h1nkjls6/


Camp is socializing. There are not 

many Deaf kids in the town where 

I live and I go to virtual school, so 

I want to meet and make new 

friends with more Deaf kids from 

all over the U.S.” 

She’s getting very close to reach-

ing her goal. If you would like to 

support Taylor, please visit: 

 www.aspencamp.org/taylor-wise 

Good luck, Taylor! 

Taylor Wise, 13 years old, is 

homeschooled through an 

online school, a blackbelt in 

Taekwondo and the oldest 

sister of three brothers.  

She is currently raising 

money to attend deaf camp 

called Aspen Camp located in 

Snowmass, Colorado. 

Her reason for going to 

camp? “The big reason for 

wanting to go to Aspen 

WINTER ART: CANDLE -MAKING & CANVAS FUN WITH THE DIRECTOR BY HEIDI HOWARD 

ON HER WAY TO CAMP A SPEN 

Confession: Sometimes I get a wild impulse and need to make some art. So I sent out the word to our DeafKAN 
families and friends to come make some candles and paint with me and my kids during the Winter school break! 
Project 1 - Scented Candle-making in my kitchen! It smelled like fresh cucumbers and honeydew. 
Project 2 - Taping off areas of the canvas to create lines, filling in the spaces with color. 
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Pictured above: Taylor Wise 
Photo credit: Aurora Shae 

Three deaf students from Clearwater 
High School recently participated in 
“The Miracle Worker” by William 
Gibson. 
The story is about Anne Sullivan and 
her struggle teaching Helen Keller 
sign language years after losing her 

hearing as a young child. 
Congratulations on a great show! 
We are proud of you! 
Casey Riddel—Helen Keller 
Molly Hunt—Blind Girls 
Jennifer Palma—Blind Girls 
Interpreting by Jennifer Fisher 

THREE DEAF STUDENTS TAKE THE STAGE IN CL EARWATER , KS  

http://www.aspencamp.org/taylor-wise


 

GRADUATING TEENS READY TO EMBARK 

What we’ve learned from 

being around Christine is that 

she has a sharp mind, quick 

wit and a true love for life.  

We asked Miss Maynard who 

her role models are: “My role 

models are Missy Hopkins and 

Valerie Ott. (A) famous role 

model is Michael Philips, and 

sadly, I didn’t know any Deaf 

role models when I was 

younger.” 

Christine plans to attend Gal-

laudet University to continue 

her swimming and diving. She 

hopes to become an athletic 

trainer or aerobic teacher. 

Her advice for the next gen-

eration? 

“Keep your goals up and 

never give up. Be strong and 

be proud of who you are.” 

You are 

DEAF TEEN MAKES A SP LASH (CONTINUED) 

“While swimming is enjoyable, 

Maynard loves diving. She’s 

able to focus on each aspect 

of a dive. If she doesn’t fine-

tune a dive, she knows there 

will be pain.” 

“’If you do a double for the 

first time, and you smack on 

the water, its’ a pain that you 

cannot explain,” she said. “it’s 

like you’re on fire. But you 

get up and you do it again. 

You constantly do it until you 

get it right or get it perfect.’”  

“My role models 
are Missy 
Hopkins and 
Valerie Ott. 
Sadly, I didn’t 
know any Deaf 
role models when 
I was younger.” 
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SPRING ISSUE 

Paige Hale, senior at 
Southeast High School 

Casey Riddel, senior at 
Clearwater High School 

Christine Maynard, senior 
at Southeast High School 

First-Ever DeafKAN Book Group 
We will be meeting at 10:00 am on June 19th and July 17th at Watermark Books! 

(on Douglas Avenue and Oliver Street) 
 

We will be emailing parents/educators a list of books for kids to read that feature: 

 Deaf characters 
 Written by Deaf authors 
 Address Deaf culture/identity 

 

Read as many as you want or just come to be part of the conversation. Sign up 
online at www.deafkan.wordpress.com 

Community Canvas 
Come add a few strokes of paint to our blank canvas and help us create 

our next masterpiece! We are only there on the first Saturday of the 

month!  June 6, July 4, August 1, September 5 

Old Town Farmer’s Market from 7am to Noon on 1st Street and Mead.  

Free art projects inside our booth.  



“Opening the doors to Deaf culture through performance and art.” 

Www.facebook.com/DeafKAN 

Www.deafkan.wordpress.com 

 

4441 E. Falcon St. 

Wichita, KS 67220 

Phone: 316-210-9105 

E-mail: heidi.deafkan@gmail.com 

D E A F  K I D S  A R T  N E T W O R K ,  I N C .  

Mission Statement 
The name of Deaf Kids’ Art Network, when consoli-

dated, spells out DEAFKAN, a positive play on words 

which we hope will translate into inspiring a child to 

really believe they CAN indeed, do anything.  

Our mission is to promote Deaf culture and sign lan-

guage through art and performances to children that 

are deaf or hard of hearing and show them that mem-

bers of the Deaf community ARE successful, talented 

and educated; to encourage them to embrace them-

selves and perceive their hearing loss as a gateway to 

a marvelous culture to be proud of; to inspire them to 

believe that they are not only capable of great things 

in their lives, but show them that there are people just 

like them, who understand, who will help them on their 

journey to success. 

www.deafkan.wordpress.com 

It’s a  
Registration Blitz! 

 

Are your kids registered for  

Deaf Kids’ Art Network? 
 

Sign Up, it’s FREE! 
 

 Newsletter 

 Updates 

 Links to resources & events! 

 Plus, more! 

 
Log on to register today: 
www.deafkan.wordpress.com  

to get your registration form today! 

http://www.deafkan.wordpress.com

